
City of Tillamook Planning Commission Minutes

June 2nd, 2011
Commission Members Present:
Jan Stewart, Chairperson

Ray Jacobs

Tamra Jacobs

Aaron Palter

Nick Hahn

Charlotte Phillips (came into the meeting at 7: 15 pm)
Kate Skinner
Staff Present:

David Mattison, City Planner

Debbi Reeves, Administrative Assistant

I.
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairperson Stewart called the City of Tillamook Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. 

II. HEARINGS OF CITIZENS AND DELEGATIONS:


Chairperson Stewart announced there were no citizens in the audience therefore she would not read the Hearing of Citizens and Disclosure Statement at this time.  

III. APPROVAL OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING MINUTES FROM JUNE 3rd, 2010:

Chairperson Stewart asked if everyone had read the minutes of the March 3, 2011 meeting and if they are ready for approval.  She then mentioned in Item II the minutes stated she did not read the “entire Hearing Disclosure Statement” and it should say the “Hearing of Citizens and Delegations Statement.”  Reeves will make the correction to the minutes.   

· K. Skinner made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2011 meeting with the correction as noted. The motion was second by A. Palter. With no further discussion Chairperson Stewart called for the vote.  Ayes were received by R. Jacobs, A. Palter, N. Hahn, K. Skinner. T. Jacobs abstained. The motion carried unanimously. (C. Phillips was not present at the time of the vote)
IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE
V. ITEMS OF HIGH PUBLIC INTEREST: 
D. Mattison began the presentation of the Outline of the Tillamook Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  He asked the Planning Commission members to hold their questions until the end of the presentation so that D. Reeves could take notes during that portion of the meeting since she was running the video presentation portion.
When the entire presentation had completed, Chairperson Stewart opened the meeting for questions from the members.  

A. Palter asked about the Parks and Recreation District that had failed in past years which was discussed.  He thought a district would have a better chance for funding.  There was also discussion about the area included in the plan.  D. Mattison said the entire Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) would be included.  There was discussion about prioritizing the need, getting support from the community, the role of the YMCA and other community groups working in conjunction with the plan.  Chairperson Stewart would like to know the history of past Park & Recreation planning.  There was discussion about defining a purpose with no conflicts.  There was discussion about obtaining funding and fee based organizations.  Chairperson Stewart would like to know the City Council’s stance on this issue. D. Mattison noted, the focus needs to be on cerating the plan not the formation of a district.

T. Jacobs asked about the natural areas included in the outline.  There was discussion about private property included in the areas and how they would become a part of the plan.  D. Mattison said these are active, passive and visual areas and could be removed from the plan.  There was discussion about Hoquarton Park concerning the ODOT US 101/Hwy 6 project and the possibility of making the area more attractive while this project is taking place.  She thought the City Council leaned towards improving this area when the PUD transmission line presentation was made.  D. Mattison said ODOT cannot spend additional funds for improvements to an area they are working on.  

A.Palter mentioned Oregon Solutions and plans they have for the area behind the City shop and hospital.  There was discussion about the hospital area, which D. Mattison noted was not included in the plan overview.  

There was discussion about the old Safeway property, which D. Mattison said was back on the discussion table at City level again.

Chairperson Stewart asked D. Mattison how the Planning Commission should proceed with all of this and he said there will need to be workshops, meetings and open public meetings, which the city would facilitate.  It was also mentioned that zoning and private property would need to be defined.

D. Mattison will detail the inventory list and noted passive versus active areas need to be included in the outline.

There was discussion about FEMA buyout sites and dog parks in Tillamook.

K. Skinner mentioned she has questions about private ownership and land acquisition areas which D. Mattison explained.  A. Palter asked what “acquisition” meant.  D. Mattison  said it would be a purchase or possible donation.  He also commented on re-zoning and open space.
There was discussion about natural areas, the cleanup of Holden Creek, special use areas, special designated parks such as historical parks, and the possibility of a community center being designated as a regional recreation center.

K. Skinner asked how this plan will be communicated to the community and why.  D. Mattison said an outreach to the community and other groups would be possible.  Areas could be more defined as a park or taken out.  Chairperson Stewart would like the outline of the plan to be defined better in order to communicate it to the residents.  A. Palter said it could be simplified for communication sake.  This was discussed.  D. Mattison said the plan would be far more indepth.  

There was discussion of Capital Improvement Plans.  D. Mattison said the plan will address budgeting and ways of funding.

Chairperson Stewart said Step #2 & Step #3 of the Parks and Recreation Planning Process document in the outline are unclear and asked D. Mattison to re-word.  

There was discussion of which groups to be included in the process of developing the plan including stakeholders, businesses and specific uses such as flood partners, watershed partners, Master Gardner’s, invasive species, cultural partners, and historic partners, to mention a few.  There was also discussion about sponsors for funding projects.

A. Palter mentioned he is still interested in a skate park in Tillamook and feel this is something the community needs.  D. Mattison said this could be addressed in the plan including possible grant funding.  This was discussed.  A. Palter would like to see a designated skate park in the plan.  There was discussion about location of a skate park and the possibility of approaching FEMA and speaking to them about a skate park in the Hwy. 101 north area.
Boat ramps and user fees were discussed.

Chairperson Stewart said the entire planning commission seems to be very interested in this plan and that it will continue to be discussed.  
VI. ITEMS OF COMMISSION CONCERN: 


T. Jacobs had questions about the health department remodel which were answered.  She 
also asked about mobile homes within the city limits that are not completely setup and the 
time frame.  This was discussed.  She then mentioned the water pooling issue on Alder 
Lane and noted it was a safety issue with students walking along that street to get to 
school.
D. Mattison will note for the next Public Safety workshop.

A. Palter noted there were two trees at the Albight and Kittell property of which only one was removed for the new construction with a brief discussion following.


N. Hahn mentioned the small open area near the Public Market building, which is only 
accessible from the Rendezvous Restaurant.  This was briefly discussed.  


There was discussion about county taxes that only go to schools.


K. Skinner submitted a publication by the Oregon Parks & Recreation Association about a 
promotion of the Oregon Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights to D. Mattison.  She gave a 
brief explanation of the promotion.


Chairperson Stewart spoke about county abatement, as she has been contacted numerous 
times by the media recently.  She explained the media is working on a story about blighted 
buildings in Tillamook.  She feels abatement is a community issue and that the Tillamook 
County Abatement Board will be revitalized and work with the state program for the 
abatement process.  This was discussed.
T. Jacobs stated the Neighborhood Improvement committee comprised of Chairperson Stewart, C. Phillips and herself have not been able to meet yet.  Chairperson Stewart mentioned the Neighborhood Improvement had been initiated by Don Hurd of the Tillamook Urban Renewal Agency. 
Chairperson Stewart asked D. Mattison about the FEMA maps and he explained FEMA has recognized the appeal and will modify the maps.
VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

D. Mattison noted the training sessions are online.
 VIII: ADJOURNMENT:

With no further discussion or objections, the meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Stewart at 8:53 p.m.

Prepared by: 




Approval Acknowledged by:
Debbi Reeves, 




Administrative Assistant


_________________________________________
Jan Stewart, City Planning Commission Chairperson
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